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I. BEFORE

Ephesians 2:1-3 NLT - Once you were dead because of your disobedience
and your many sins. You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world,
obeying the devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He
is the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. All of us
used to live that way, following the passionate desires and inclinations of
our sinful nature. By our very nature we were subject to God’s anger, just
like everyone else.

Romans 3:9 NLT - Well then, should we conclude that we Jews are better
than others? No, not at all, for we have already shown that all people,
whether Jews or Gentiles, are under the power of sin.

Galatians 5:19-21 NLT - When you follow the desires of your sinful nature,
the results are very clear: sexual immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures,
idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish
ambition, dissension, division, envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and other
sins like these. Let me tell you again, as | have before, that anyone living
that sort of life will not inherit the Kingdom of God.

1John 1:8-10 NLT - /f we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves
and not living in the truth. But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. If we
claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar and showing that his
word has no place in our hearts.

1. JESUS

Ephesians 2:4-10 NLT - But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so
much, that even though we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life
when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you
have been saved!) For he raised us from the dead along with Christ and
seated us with him in the heavenly realms because we are united with
Christ Jesus. So God can point to us in all future ages as examples of the
incredible wealth of his grace and kindness toward us, as shown in all he
has done for us who are united with Christ Jesus. God saved you by his
grace when you believed. And you can'’t take credit for this; it is a gift from
God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none
of us can boast about it. For we are God'’s masterpiece. He has created us
anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long

ago.
Kennesaw Family Life Church

2 Corinthians 5:11-17 NLT . Because we understand our fearful respons-
ibility to the Lord, we work hard to persuade others. God knows we are
sincere, and | hope you know this, too. Are we commending ourselves to
you again? No, we are giving you a reason to be proud of us, so you can
answer those who brag about having a spectacular ministry rather than
having a sincere heart. If it seems we are crazy, it is to bring glory to God.
And if we are in our right minds, it is for your benefit. Either way, Christ’s
love controls us. Since we believe that Christ died for all, we also believe
that we have all died to our old life. He died for everyone so that those who
receive his new life will no longer live for themselves. Instead, they will live
for Christ, who died and was raised for them. So we have stopped
evaluating others from a human point of view. At one time we thought of
Christ merely from a human point of view. How differently we know him
now! This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new
person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!

Romans 12:2 NLT - Don't copy the behavior and customs of this world, but
let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think.
Then you will learn to know God'’s will for you, which is good and pleasing
and perfect.

Galatians 5:22-23 NLT « But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our
lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle-
ness, and self-control. There is no law against these things!

Ephesians 2:10 NLT . For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us
anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long
ago.

Matthew 22:37-40 NLT . Jesus replied, ““You must love the Lord your God
with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first and
greatest commandment. A second is equally important: ‘Love your neigh-
bor as yourself.’ The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are
based on these two commandments.”

Matthew 28:18-20 NLT - Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been
given all authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore, go and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the
commands | have given you. And be sure of this: | am with you always,
even to the end of the age.”
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