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1 Samuel 15:26-28 NLT • But Samuel replied, “I will not go back with you! Since you 
have rejected the LORD’s command, he has rejected you as king of Israel.” As 
Samuel turned to go, Saul tried to hold him back and tore the hem of his robe. And 
Samuel said to him, “The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today and 
has given it to someone else—one who is better than you.

1 Samuel 16:7-13 NLT • But the Lord said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by his appearance 
or height, for I have rejected him. The Lord doesn’t see things the way you see them. 
People judge by outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” Then Jesse 
told his son Abinadab to step forward and walk in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, 
“This is not the one the Lord has chosen.” Next Jesse summoned Shimea, but 
Samuel said, “Neither is this the one the Lord has chosen.” In the same way all seven 
of Jesse’s sons were presented to Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has 
not chosen any of these.” Then Samuel asked, “Are these all the sons you have?” 
“There is still the youngest,” Jesse replied. “But he’s out in the fields watching the 
sheep and goats.” “Send for him at once,” Samuel said. “We will not sit down to eat 
until he arrives.” So Jesse sent for him. He was dark and handsome, with beautiful 
eyes. And the Lord said, “This is the one; anoint him.” So as David stood there 
among his brothers, Samuel took the flask of olive oil he had brought and anointed 
David with the oil. And the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David from that 
day on. Then Samuel returned to Ramah.

1 Samuel 17:32-51 NLT • “Don’t worry about this Philistine,” David told Saul. “I’ll go 
fight him!” “Don’t be ridiculous!” Saul replied. “There’s no way you can fight this 
Philistine and possibly win! You’re only a boy, and he’s been a man of war since his 
youth.” But David persisted. “I have been taking care of my father’s sheep and 
goats,” he said. “When a lion or a bear comes to steal a lamb from the flock, I go 
after it with a club and rescue the lamb from its mouth. If the animal turns on me, 
I catch it by the jaw and club it to death. I have done this to both lions and bears, 
and I’ll do it to this pagan Philistine, too, for he has defied the armies of the living 
God! The Lord who rescued me from the claws of the lion and the bear will rescue 
me from this Philistine!” Saul finally consented. “All right, go ahead,” he said. “And 
may the Lord be with you!”…

1 Samuel 17:34-37 NLT • But David persisted. “I have been taking care of my father’s 
sheep and goats,” he said. “When a lion or a bear comes to steal a lamb from the 
flock, I go after it with a club and rescue the lamb from its mouth. If the animal 
turns on me, I catch it by the jaw and club it to death. I have done this to both lions 
and bears, and I’ll do it to this pagan Philistine, too, for he has defied the armies of 
the living God! The LORD who rescued me from the claws of the lion and the bear 
will rescue me from this Philistine!” Saul finally consented. “All right, go ahead,” he 
said. “And may the LORD be with you!”

Isaiah 41:10 NLT • Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Don’t be discouraged, for I am 
your God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will hold you up with my victorious 
right hand.

1 Samuel 18:1-9 NLT • After David had finished talking with Saul, he met Jonathan, 
the king’s son. There was an immediate bond between them, for Jonathan loved 
David. From that day on Saul kept David with him and wouldn’t let him return 
home. And Jonathan made a solemn pact with David, because he loved him as he 
loved himself. Jonathan sealed the pact by taking off his robe and giving it to David, 
together with his tunic, sword, bow, and belt. Whatever Saul asked David to do, 
David did it successfully. So Saul made him a commander over the men of war, an 
appointment that was welcomed by the people and Saul’s officers alike. When the 
victorious Israelite army was returning home after David had killed the Philistine, 
women from all the towns of Israel came out to meet King Saul. They sang and 
danced for joy with tambourines and cymbals. This was their song: “Saul has killed 
his thousands, and David his ten thousands!” This made Saul very angry. “What’s 
this?” he said. “They credit David with ten thousands and me with only thousands. 
Next they’ll be making him their king!” So from that time on Saul kept a jealous eye 
on David.

1 Samuel 24:3-7 NLT • At the place where the road passes some sheepfolds, Saul 
went into a cave to relieve himself. But as it happened, David and his men were 
hiding farther back in that very cave! “Now’s your opportunity!” David’s men 
whispered to him. “Today the Lord is telling you, ‘I will certainly put your enemy into 
your power, to do with as you wish.’” So David crept forward and cut off a piece of 
the hem of Saul’s robe. But then David’s conscience began bothering him because 
he had cut Saul’s robe. He said to his men, “The Lord forbid that I should do this to 
my lord the king. I shouldn’t attack the Lord ’s anointed one, for the Lord himself has 
chosen him.” So David restrained his men and did not let them kill Saul. After Saul 
had left the cave and gone on his way,


