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Genesis 14:18-20 NLT • And Melchizedek, the king of Salem and a priest of 
God Most High, brought Abram some bread and wine. Melchizedek 
blessed Abram with this blessing: “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, 
Creator of heaven and earth. And blessed be God Most High, who has 
defeated your enemies for you.” Then Abram gave Melchizedek a tenth of 
all the goods he had recovered.

Psalms 110:4 NLT • The Lord has taken an oath and will not break his vow: 
“You are a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.”

Hebrews 7:15-22 NLT • This change has been made very clear since a 
different priest, who is like Melchizedek, has appeared. Jesus became a 
priest, not by meeting the physical requirement of belonging to the tribe 
of Levi, but by the power of a life that cannot be destroyed. And the 
psalmist pointed this out when he prophesied, “You are a priest forever in 
the order of Melchizedek.” Yes, the old requirement about the priesthood 
was set aside because it was weak and useless. For the law never made 
anything perfect. But now we have confidence in a better hope, through 
which we draw near to God. This new system was established with a 
solemn oath. Aaron’s descendants became priests without such an oath, 
but there was an oath regarding Jesus. For God said to him, “The Lord has 
taken an oath and will not break his vow: ‘You are a priest forever.’” 
Because of this oath, Jesus is the one who guarantees this better 
covenant with God.

Hebrews 7:23-25 NLT • There were many priests under the old system, for 
death prevented them from remaining in office. But because Jesus lives 
forever, his priesthood lasts forever. Therefore he is able, once and forever, 
to save those who come to God through him. He lives forever to intercede 
with God on their behalf.

Hebrews 7:26-28 NLT • He is the kind of high priest we need because he is 
holy and blameless, unstained by sin. He has been set apart from sinners 
and has been given the highest place of honor in heaven. Unlike those 
other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices every day. They did 
this for their own sins first and then for the sins of the people. But Jesus did 
this once for all when he offered himself as the sacrifice for the people’s 
sins. The law appointed high priests who were limited by human 
weakness. But after the law was given, God appointed his Son with an 
oath, and his Son has been made the perfect High Priest forever.

Hebrews 8:1 NLT • Here is the main point: We have a High Priest who sat 
down in the place of honor beside the throne of the majestic God in 
heaven.

“We know a great deal about the temple (in Jerusalem) and it furnishings, 
but, fascinatingly, there were no chairs in this billion dollar building that 
took 46 years to complete. There were no chairs because the priest of 
Israel never sat down. They never sat down because their work was never 
done. Their work was never done because the blood of bulls and goats 
could never take away sin. It was a stop-gap; it was temporary; it was 
incomplete. And so, priest after priest, course after course, year after year, 
century after century, with monotonous repetition, would come to the 
Temple; and they would function, but they would never sit down. They 
could never rest for their work was never done, the task was never 
completed.” 

- Marv Rosenthal. Israel My Glory.


