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Hebrews 5:11-6:3 NLT • There is much more we would like to say about this, but it is 
difficult to explain, especially since you are spiritually dull and don’t seem to listen. 
You have been believers so long now that you ought to be teaching others. Instead, 
you need someone to teach you again the basic things about God’s word. You are 
like babies who need milk and cannot eat solid food. For someone who lives on milk 
is still an infant and doesn’t know how to do what is right. Solid food is for those who 
are mature, who through training have the skill to recognize the difference 
between right and wrong. So let us stop going over the basic teachings about Christ 
again and again. Let us go on instead and become mature in our understanding. 
Surely we don’t need to start again with the fundamental importance of repenting 
from evil deeds and placing our faith in God. You don’t need further instruction 
about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal 
judgment. And so, God willing, we will move forward to further understanding.

James 1:19-27 NLT • Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters: You must all be 
quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to get angry. Human anger does not 
produce the righteousness God desires. So get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, 
and humbly accept the word God has planted in your hearts, for it has the power to 
save your souls. But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. 
Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves. For if you listen to the word and don’t 
obey, it is like glancing at your face in a mirror. You see yourself, walk away, and 
forget what you look like. But if you look carefully into the perfect law that sets you 
free, and if you do what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then God will bless 
you for doing it. If you claim to be religious but don’t control your tongue, you are 
fooling yourself, and your religion is worthless. Pure and genuine religion in the 
sight of God the Father means caring for orphans and widows in their distress and 
refusing to let the world corrupt you.

Hebrews 6:4-8 NLT • For it is impossible to bring back to repentance those who 
were once enlightened—those who have experienced the good things of heaven 
and shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and 
the power of the age to come—and who then turn away from God. It is impossible 
to bring such people back to repentance; by rejecting the Son of God, they 
themselves are nailing him to the cross once again and holding him up to public 
shame. When the ground soaks up the falling rain and bears a good crop for the 
farmer, it has God’s blessing. But if a field bears thorns and thistles, it is useless. The 
farmer will soon condemn that field and burn it.

John 6:39-40 NLT • And this is the will of God, that I should not lose even one of all 
those he has given me, but that I should raise them up at the last day. For it is my 
Father’s will that all who see his Son and believe in him should have eternal life. I 
will raise them up at the last day.”

Matthew 13:19-23 NLT • The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear 
the message about the Kingdom and don’t understand it. Then the evil one comes 
and snatches away the seed that was planted in their hearts. The seed on the rocky 
soil represents those who hear the message and immediately receive it with joy. 
But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall away as soon as 
they have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word. The seed that fell 
among the thorns represents those who hear God’s word, but all too quickly the 
message is crowded out by the worries of this life and the lure of wealth, so no fruit 
is produced. The seed that fell on good soil represents those who truly hear and 
understand God’s word and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred 
times as much as had been planted!”

Matthew 25:1-13 NLT • “Then the Kingdom of Heaven will be like ten bridesmaids 
who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, 
and five were wise. The five who were foolish didn’t take enough olive oil for their 
lamps, but the other five were wise enough to take along extra oil. When the 
bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep. “At midnight they 
were roused by the shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom is coming! Come out and meet 
him!’ “All the bridesmaids got up and prepared their lamps. Then the five foolish 
ones asked the others, ‘Please give us some of your oil because our lamps are going 
out.’ “But the others replied, ‘We don’t have enough for all of us. Go to a shop and 
buy some for yourselves.’ “But while they were gone to buy oil, the bridegroom 
came. Then those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the 
door was locked. Later, when the other five bridesmaids returned, they stood 
outside, calling, ‘Lord! Lord! Open the door for us!’ “But he called back, ‘Believe me, 
I don’t know you!’ “So you, too, must keep watch! For you do not know the day or 
hour of my return.

Hebrews 6:9-12 NLT • Dear friends, even though we are talking this way, we really 
don’t believe it applies to you. We are confident that you are meant for better 
things, things that come with salvation. For God is not unjust. He will not forget how 
hard you have worked for him and how you have shown your love to him by caring 
for other believers, as you still do. Our great desire is that you will keep on loving 
others as long as life lasts, in order to make certain that what you hope for will 
come true. Then you will not become spiritually dull and indifferent. Instead, you 
will follow the example of those who are going to inherit God’s promises because of 
their faith and endurance.


