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Hosea 1:1-2 NRSVUE - The word of the Lord that came to Hosea son of Beeri, in the
days of Kings Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah of Judah and in the days of King
Jeroboam son of Joash of Israel. When the Lord first spoke through Hoseaq, the Lord
said to Hoseaq, “Go, take for yourself a wife of prostitution and have children of
prostitution, for the land commits great prostitution by forsaking the Lord.”

Hosea 1:3-8 NRSVUE - So he went and took Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she
conceived and bore him a son. And the Lord said to him, “Name him Jezreel, for in
a little while | will punish the house of Jehu for the blood of Jezreel, and | will put an
end to the kingdom of the house of Israel. On that day | will break the bow of Israel
in the Valley of Jezreel.” She conceived again and bore a daughter. Then the Lord
said to him, “Name her Lo-ruhamah, for | will no longer have pity on the house of
Israel or forgive them. But | will have pity on the house of Judah, and | will save them
by the Lord their God; | will not save them by bow or by sword or by war or by horses
or by horsemen.” When she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived and bore a
son. Then the Lord said, “Name him Lo-ammi, for you are not my people, and | am
not your God.”

Hosea 1:10-11 NRSVUE - Yet the number of the people of Israel shall be like the sand
of the sea, which can be neither measured nor numbered, and in the place where
it was said to them, “You are not my people,” it shall be said to them, “Children of
the living God.” The people of Judah and the people of Israel shall be gathered
together, and they shall appoint for themselves one head, and they shall rise up
from the land, for great shall be the day of Jezreel.

I. GOD'S DOORS ARE NEVER

Romans 9:19-26 NRSVUE - You will say to me then, “Why then does he still find
fault? For who can resist his will?” But who indeed are you, a human, to argue with
God? Will what is molded say to the one who molds it, “Why have you made me like
this?” Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one
object for special use and another for ordinary use? What if God, desiring to show
his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much patience the
objects of wrath that are made for destruction, and what if he has done so in order
to make known the riches of his glory for the objects of mercy, which he has
prepared beforehand for glory—including us whom he has called, not from the
Jews only but also from the gentiles? As he also says in Hoseq, “Those who were not
my people | will call ‘my people,” and her who was not beloved | will call ‘beloved.””
“And in the place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ there they shall
be called children of the living God.”
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Hosea 2:16-23 NRSVUE - On that day, says the Lord, you will call me “my husband,”
and no longer will you call me “my Baal.” For | will remove the names of the Baals
from her mouth, and they shall be mentioned by name no more. | will make for you
a covenant on that day with the wild animals, the birds of the air, and the creeping
things of the ground, and | will abolish the bow, the sword, and war from the land,
and | will make you lie down in safety. And | will take you for my wife forever; | will
take you for my wife in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in mercy.
I will take you for my wife in faithfulness, and you shall know the Lord. On that day
| will answer, says the Lord, | will answer the heavens, and they shall answer the
earth, and the earth shall answer the grain, the wine, and the oil, and they shall
answer Jezreel, and | will sow him for myself in the land. And | will have pity on Lo-
ruhamah, and | will say to Lo-ammi, “You are my people,” and he shall say, “You are
my God.”

Il. A FAITHFUL RELATIONSHIP WITH

Hosea 6:4-6 NRSVUE « What shall | do with you, O Ephraim? What shall | do with
you, O Judah? Your love is like a morning cloud, like the dew that goes away early.
Therefore | have hewn them by the prophets; | have killed them by the words of my
mouth, and my judgment goes forth as the light. For | desire steadfast love and not
sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.

Hosea 10:12-13 NRSVUE . Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap steadfast love;
break up your fallow ground, for it is time to seek the Lord, that he may come and
rain righteousness upon you. You have plowed wickedness; you have reaped
injustice; you have eaten the fruit of lies. Because you have trusted in your chariots,
in the multitude of your warriors,

Matthew 9:10-13 NRSVUE - And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors
and sinners came and were sitting with Jesus and his disciples. When the Pharisees
saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors
and sinners?” But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of
a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, ‘| desire mercy,
not sacrifice.” For | have not come to call the righteous but sinners.”

Hosea 11:8-9 NRSVUE - How can | give you up, Ephraim? How can | hand you over,
O Israel? How can | make you like Admah? How can | treat you like Zeboiim? My
heart recoils within me; my compassion grows warm and tender. | will not execute
my fierce anger; | will not again destroy Ephraim, for | am God and no mortal, the
Holy One in your midst, and | will not come in wrath.

Hosea 14:4-7 NRSVUE - | will heal their disloyalty; | will love them freely, for my anger
has turned from them. | will be like the dew to Israel; he shall blossom like the lily;
he shall strike root like the forests of Lebanon. His shoots shall spread out; his
beauty shall be like the olive tree and his fragrance like that of Lebanon. They shall
again live beneath my shadow; they shall flourish as a garden; they shall blossom
like the vine; their fragrance shall be like the wine of Lebanon.
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