
I. CHARACTERISTICS OF ______________

A. _________ Heart

B. ___________________ Because Of Difficulty

C. _____________ Heart

A. ________________ Forgiveness

B. There Is _____________ Judgement

II. ____________ OF APOSTASY

III. ______________ OF APOSTASY
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Hebrews 10:26-39 NLT • Dear friends, if we deliberately continue sinning after we 
have received knowledge of the truth, there is no longer any sacrifice that will cover 
these sins. There is only the terrible expectation of God’s judgment and the raging 
fire that will consume his enemies. For anyone who refused to obey the law of 
Moses was put to death without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 
Just think how much worse the punishment will be for those who have trampled on 
the Son of God, and have treated the blood of the covenant, which made us holy, as 
if it were common and unholy, and have insulted and disdained the Holy Spirit who 
brings God’s mercy to us. For we know the one who said, “I will take revenge. I will 
pay them back.” He also said, “The Lord will judge his own people.” It is a terrible 
thing to fall into the hands of the living God. Think back on those early days when 
you first learned about Christ. Remember how you remained faithful even though 
it meant terrible suffering. Sometimes you were exposed to public ridicule and were 
beaten, and sometimes you helped others who were suffering the same things. You 
suffered along with those who were thrown into jail, and when all you owned was 
taken from you, you accepted it with joy. You knew there were better things waiting 
for you that will last forever. So do not throw away this confident trust in the Lord. 
Remember the great reward it brings you! Patient endurance is what you need 
now, so that you will continue to do God’s will. Then you will receive all that he has 
promised. “For in just a little while, the Coming One will come and not delay. And 
my righteous ones will live by faith. But I will take no pleasure in anyone who turns 
away.” But we are not like those who turn away from God to their own destruction. 
We are the faithful ones, whose souls will be saved.

Matthew 7:21-23 NLT • “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will 
enter. On judgment day many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your 
name and cast out demons in your name and performed many miracles in your 
name.’ But I will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you who break God’s 
laws.’

Romans 14:12-13 NLT • Yes, each of us will give a personal account to God. So let’s 
stop condemning each other. Decide instead to live in such a way that you will not 
cause another believer to stumble and fall.

Matthew 13:3-9 NLT • He told many stories in the form of parables, such as this one: 
“Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seeds. As he scattered them across his 
field, some seeds fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate them. Other seeds 
fell on shallow soil with underlying rock. The seeds sprouted quickly because the soil 
was shallow. But the plants soon wilted under the hot sun, and since they didn’t 
have deep roots, they died. Other seeds fell among thorns that grew up and choked 
out the tender plants. Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they produced a crop 
that was thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times as much as had been planted! 
Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.”

Matthew 13:19 NLT • The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear…

Matthew 13:20-21 NLT • The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the…

Matthew 13:22 NLT • The seed that fell among the thorns represents those who…

Matthew 13:23 NLT • The seed that fell on good soil represents those who truly hear 
and understand God’s word and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred 
times as much as had been planted!”

Hebrews 10:27-31 NLT • There is only the terrible expectation of God’s judgment…

Revelation 3:14-19 NLT • “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Laodicea. This 
is the message from the one who is the Amen—the faithful and true witness, the 
beginning of God’s new creation: “I know all the things you do, that you are neither 
hot nor cold. I wish that you were one or the other! But since you are like lukewarm 
water, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth! You say, ‘I am rich. I have 
everything I want. I don’t need a thing!’ And you don’t realize that you are wretched 
and miserable and poor and blind and naked. So I advise you to buy gold from me—
gold that has been purified by fire. Then you will be rich. Also buy white garments 
from me so you will not be shamed by your nakedness, and ointment for your eyes 
so you will be able to see. I correct and discipline everyone I love. So be diligent and 
turn from your indifference.


