A Study Through Matthew pt. 49

Woes - 7/6/25

I. CRUSHING

Matthew 23:1-4, NLT - ' Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 “The
teachers of religious law and the Pharisees are the official interpreters of the law of
Moses. 3 So practice and obey whatever they tell you, but don'’t follow their example.
For they don’t practice what they teach. # They crush people with unbearable
religious demands and never lift a finger to ease the burden.

Matthew 11:28-30, NLT - 2 Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary
and carry heavy burdens, and | will give you rest. 2° Take my yoke upon you. Let me
teach you, because | am humble and gentle at heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. 3° For my yoke is easy to bear, and the burden I give you is light.”

1 Peter 5:6-7, NLT - ¢ So humble yourselves under the mighty power of God, and at
the right time he will lift you up in honor. 7 Give all your worries and cares to God, for
he cares about you.

Galatians 6:2-3, NLT - 2 Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of
Christ. 3 If you think you are too important to help someone, you are only fooling
yourself. You are not that important.

Il. ALL FOR

Matthew 23:5-12, NLT - ° “Everything they do is for show. On their arms they wear
extra wide prayer boxes with Scripture verses inside, and they wear robes with extra
long tassels. ¢ And they love to sit at the head table at banquets and in the seats of
honor in the synagogues. ” They love to receive respectful greetings as they walk in...

Galatians 6:2-3, NLT - 2 Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of
Christ. 3 If you think you are too important to help someone, you are only fooling
yourself. You are not that important.

Ill. STAY

Matthew 23:13, NLT - “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you
Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you shut the door of the Kingdom of Heaven in people’s
faces. You won't go in yourselves, and you don't let others enter either.
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Romans 14:12-13, NLT - ? Yes, each of us will give a personal account to God. * So let’s
stop condemning each other. Decide instead to live in such a way that you will not
cause another believer to stumble and fall.

V. GONE WRONG

Matthew 23:15, NLT - “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you
Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you cross land and sea to make one convert, and then
you turn that person into twice the child of hell you yourselves are!

V. LEADING THE

Matthew 23:16-22, NLT - ¢ “Blind guides! What sorrow awaits you! For you say that
it means nothing to swear ‘by God’s Temple,’ but that it is binding to swear ‘by the
gold in the Temple.”” Blind fools! Which is more important—the gold or the Temple
that makes the gold sacred? ® And you say that to swear ‘by the altar’ is not...

Matthew 5:33-37, NLT - 3 “You have also heard that our ancestors were told, ‘You
must not break your vows; you must carry out the vows you make to the Lord.’3* But
I say, do not make any vows! Do not say, ‘By heaven! because heaven is God'’s
throne. * And do not say, ‘By the earth! because the earth is his footstool. And do
not say, ‘By Jerusalem!’ for Jerusalem is the city of the great King. 3¢ Do not even say,
‘By my head! for you can'’t turn one hair white or black. 37 Just say a simple, ‘Yes, |
will,” or ‘No, | won’t.” Anything beyond this is from the evil one.

VI. CAMELS

Matthew 23:23-24, NLT - # “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and
you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from
your herb gardens, but you ignore the more important aspects of the law—justice,
mercy, and faith. You should tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more important
things. ?¢ Blind guides! You strain your water so you won't accidentally swallow a
gnat, but you swallow a camel!

James 1:27, NLT - Pure and genuine religion in the sight of God the Father means
caring for orphans and widows in their distress and refusing to let the world corrupt
you.

VII. ON THE

Matthew 23:25-36, NLT - 25 “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and
you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are so careful to clean the outside of the cup and
the dish, but inside you are filthy—full of greed and self-indulgence! 26 You blind
Pharisee! First wash the inside of the cup and the dish, and then the outside will...
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